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DESCRIBE    THE    PRESENT    AN  C    ORIGINAL    f/r  fcno^n;    PHYSICAL    APPEARANCE  ~ 

Boston  ConiiTion  and  Public  Garden  comprise  74  acres  of  open 
space  in  the  heart  of  the  city.   The  boundaries  of  the  combined 
Cornnon  and  Garden  are  Beacon  Street  on  the  north,  Parl-c  and 
Tremont  Streets  on  the  east,  Boylston  Street  on  the  south,  and 
Arlington  Street  on  the  west.   Charles  Street  separates  the 
50-acre  Coiiinon  froni  the  24-acre  Public  Garden. 

When  the  Common  was  established  in  1534.,  it  stood  at  the 
edge  of  town.   Beyond  the  present  location  of  Charles  Street 
were  tidal  marshlands,  on  which  the  Public  Garden  was  created 
two  centuries  later.   Over  the  years,  the  principal  changes  to 
the  Common  have  been  in  the  character  of  its  surroundings  and 
in  the  levelling  of  some  of  its  hills  and  the  filling  of  some 
of  its  ponds.   Surviving  still  are  the  central  Flagstaff  Hill, 
surmounted  since  1877  by  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument,  and 
nearby  Frog  Pond.   The  Public  Garden  has  changed  little  from  its! 
original  mid-1 9th  century  appearance. 

The  principal  features  of  the  Common,  besides  its  topography 
and  surroundings,  are  the  paths  that  traverse  it  and  the  monu- 
ments that  embellish  it.   There  are  many  of  both.   A  number  of 
walkways  on  the  Common  take  the  form  of  wide,  tree-lined  malls, 
the  first  of  which  was  established  along  Tremont  Street  in  1722. 
Its  present-day  successor,  lined  with  brick  planters,  is  knov,-n 
as  Lafayette  Kail.  Llonuments  on  the  Common  range  from  commemora- 
tive tablets  to  fountains  (notably  the  Victorian  Brewer  Fo'ontain)  tq 
to  large-scale  creations  such  as  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors       |  ^ 
Monument  and  the  Parkman  Bandstand.   The  most  important  work  of  ' 
art  is  probably  St,  Gaudens'  Shaw  Memorial,  v.-hich  faces  the 
State  House  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Common.   A  more 
detailed  listing  of  monuments  on  the  Corjnon  and  in  the  Public 
Garden  may  be  found  with  the  map  submitted  with  this  nomination. 

Included  v/ithin  the  acreage  of  the  Common  but  an  entity  in 
itself  is  the  Central  Burying  Ground  on  Boylston  Street  betv/een 
Tremont  and  Charles.   The  gravestones  and  vaults  of  this 
cemetery,  established  in  1756,  add  an  important  dimension  to 
the  historic  appearance  of  the  Common.   A  newer  feature  of  the 
Common,  but  a  I^ational  Historic  Landmark  nonetheless,  is  the 
Tremont  Street  Subv/ay  of  1895-1 898,  the  first  such  facility  in 
the  coimtry.   Although  the  subv/ay  itself  is  underground,  its 
stone  entrance  and  exit  structures  are  clearly  visible  at  the 
Park  and  Boylston  Street  corners  of  the  Common.   Newer  still, 
but  not  landr.arks,  are  the  entrances  and  exits  to  the  underground 
parking  garage  along  the  Charles  Street  side  of  the  Common. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  Public  Garden  is  a  free-form 
pond,  crossed  near  the  middle  by  an  iron  footbridge  and  plied 
in  summer  by  pedal-powered  swan  boats.   Because  of  the  botanical 
and  horticultural  origins  of  the  Public  Garden,  plantings  are 
more  important  in  the  Garden  than  on  the  Commion  and  are  more 
informally  and  naturalist ically  arranged.   Amid  the  Public 
Garden  landscape  are  a  number  of  moniunents,  particularly 
statues.   The  most  prominent  is  an  equestrian  statue  of  George 
Washington,  located  at  the  Arlington  Street  entrance  to  the 
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7.   Description,  continued 

Garden  opposite  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  mall.   Also  important  is 
J.  Q.  A.  Ward's  Ether  Monument,  celebrating  the  operation  that 
took  place  in  I846  in  the  Ether  Dome  at  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  (now  a  National  Historic  Landmark).   Surrounding  the 
Public  Garden  on  three  sides  (the  Boylston  Street  side  is  missing) 
is  a  handsome,  though  deteriorating,  Victorian  cast-iron  fence. 

A  major  component  of  the  appearance  of  Boston  Common  and 
Public  Garden  is  the  character  and  quality  of  the  surroundings. 
The  entire  north  side  (Beacon  Street)  has  the  consistent,  low- 
scaled  brick  row-house  image  of  the  Beacon  Hill  Historic  District 
(a  National  Historic  Landmark),  culminating  in  Bulfinch's'  gold- 
domed  State  House,  also  a  National  Historic  Landmark.   On  the 
east  side,  at  the  corner  of  Park  and  Tremont  Streets  and  nearby 
on  Tremont,  are  two  National  Landmark  churches — the  Park  Street 
Church  and  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.   The  west  side  (Arlington  Street) 
fronts  on  the  Back  Bay  Residential  District,  recognized  and 
protected  by  state  law  as  an  architectural  control  district. 
Only  the  south  side  (Boylston  Street)  is  weak,  particularly  at 
Charles  Street.   Overall,  Boston  Common  and  Public  Garden  enhance 
their  surromidings ,  and  the  surroundings  enhance  the  character 
of  this  historic  urban  open  space. 
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Boston  Common  and  Public  Garden  are  significant  in  terms 
of  conservation,  landscape  architecture,  military  and  political 
history,  and  sculpture.  Notable  is  the  fact  that  this 
significance  extends  over  more  than  three  centuries.   Prom  the 
17th  century  comes  the  establishment  of  the  Common  (1634); 
from  the  l8th  century,  the  establishment  of  the  Central  Burying 
Ground  (1756)  and  the  use  of  the  Common  as  a  political  rallying 
point  and  military  training  field  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution 
from  the  19th  century,  the  establishment  of  the  Public  Garden 
(1856)  and  its  predecessor,  the  Botanic  Garden  (l839);  and  from 
the  20th  century,  much  of  the  sculpture  that  embellishes  both 
the  Common  and  the  Public  Garden. 

Boston  Common  is  considered  the  oldest  public  park  in  the 
coiintry.   It  was  set  aside  in  1634  as  common  land  for  the 
citizens,  as  pasturage  for  cattle,  and  as  a  training  field  for 
the  militia.   As  early  as  1663,  John  Josselyn,  an  Englishman, 
wrote  about  the  men  and  women  of  Boston  taking  their  evening 
strolls  on  the  Common.   Children  then  as  now  enjoyed  wading  in 
Prog  Pond  in  the  summer  and  skating  in  winter.   As  time  passed 
and  Boston  grew,  the  value  of  the  Common  as  public  open  space 
increased.   West  of  the  Common  were  marshlands,  the  nearer 
parts  of  which  were  granted  by  the  town  to  ropemakers  in  1794. 
This  ropev/alk  property  was  repurchased  by  the  city  in  1824  and 
reserved  for  public  use,  although  the  precise  use  was  not 
settled  upon  for  some  years.   In  1839  a  group  of  horticulturali^t: 
headed  by  Horace  Gray  established  the  Botanic  Garden  on  this 
land,  importing  em  English  landscape  gardener,  John  Cadness,  to 
supervise  the  work  of  ornamenting  the  groiuids.  The  Botanic  Garddn 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  Public  Garden,  although  it  was 
not  until  1856  that  the  present  limits  of  the  Garden  were 
established  and  all  ownership  problems  settled.   Subsequently, 
the  Back  Bay  to  the  west  v/as  filled  in  and  developed,  and  the 
Common  and  Public  Garden  became  a  kind  of  Central  Park  for 
Boston.   It  is  at  the  Common  and  Public  Garden  that  the 
"emerald  necklace"  of  the  Olmsted  Park  System  begins. 

The  Central  Burying  Ground  was  established  on  the  Common 
in  1756.   Soldiers  who  died  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and 
during  the  British  occupation  were  biiried  there,  as  well  as 
peacetime  citizens  of  Boston.   The  Common  proper  served  as 
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8.   Significance,  continued 

the  training  field  for  Boston's  military  companies,  eight  of 
which  existed  by  1674,  as  well  as  for  companies  from  sLirrounding 
towns.   In  1758,  General  Amherst  and  his  army  of  4500  pitched 
their  tents  on  the  Common  en  route  to  Albany  and  Canada. 

Among  the  important  political  events  that  occurred  on  the 
Common  in  the  years  preceding  the  Revolution  was  the  celebration 
of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  on  May   19,  1766.   It  was  a 
short-lived  celebration,  followed  by  passage  of  strict  revenue 
acts  in  1768.   These  acts  were  so  strongly  objected  to  in 
Massachusetts  that  British  troops  had  to  be  stationed  in. Boston; 
their  place  of  encampment  was  the  Common.  The  troops  were 
removed  after  the  Boston  Massacre  of  1770  but  returned  after  the 
Boston  Tea  Party  of  1773*   On  April  18,  1775,  British  troops 
gathered  at  the  foot  of  the  Common  before  marching  to  Lexington. 

During  the  winter  of  1775-1776,  Boston  was  held  by  the 
British  and  sieged  by  the  patriots.   As  part  of  British  defenses, 
a  small  earthwork  designed  for  infantry  was 'constructed  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  Common  and  a  small  stronghold  was 
established  on  Fox  Hill  (located  near  the  present  Charles  Street 
and  subsequently  cut  down  for  fill).   The  artillery  had  their 
intrenchments  on  Flagstaff  Hill,  and  behind  were  three  battalions 
of  infantry.   A  regular  garrison  of  1700  men'  remained  encamped 
on  the  Common  to  prevent  a  landing  by  General  Washington  and  his 
troops.   Eventually,  however,  the  British  were  forced  to  evacuate 
Boston,  and  the  Common  thereafter  was  secure.   As  the  years 
passed,  its  original  uses  continued,  with  conservation  and 
recreation  gradually  taking  precedence  over  cattle  grazing  and 
military  exercises. 

Much  of  the  significance  of  the  Common  and  Public  Garden  lies 
in  the  amount  and  quality  of  the  sculpture  that  adorns. them. 
Works  by  Thomas  Ball,  Daniel  Chester  French,  Bela  Pratt,  Augustus 
St.  Gaudens,  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  and  others  make  the  Common  and  Garden 
a  veritable  museum  of  monumental  sculpture  from  the  l860*s  nearly 
to  the  present.   Finally,  the  significance  of  the  Common  and 
Garden  is  secured  by  the  architectural  and  environmental 
importance  of  their  surrounds.   Beacon  Hill,  Back  Bay,  the  State 
House,  the  Park  Street  and  Arlington  Street  Churches,  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral — all  face  the  Common  or  Public  Garden  and  contribute 
to  the  quality  of  this  historic  environment. 
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Key  to  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  map 

MONUMENTS  ON  BOSTON  COffiMON  'AND  PUBLIC  GARDEN 

Common 

'1   Robert  Gould  Shaw  Memorial 

Erected  1897.  The  artist  was  Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  and 
the  architects  were  McKim,  Mead  and  V/hite.   Dedicated 
to  Colonel  Robert  Shaw  of  the  54th  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
the  first  regiment  of  free  colored  men, 

2  . Curtis  Guild  Memorial  Entrance 

Erected  1917.   Designed  by  Cram  and  Ferguson. 

3  Blackstone  Memorial  Tablet 

Erected  1914.   Designed  by  R.  Clipston  Sturgis. 

4  Plaque  to  the  Royal  Navy 

5  Plaque  indicating  the  site  of  Fox  Hill 

Placed  in  1925. 

6  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument 

Erected  1877.   Designed  by  Martin  Milmore.  Dedicated  to 
the  men  of  Boston  who  died  for  their  country  "in  the  war 
which  kept  the  Union  whole,  destroyed  slavery,  and 
maintained  the  Constitution,  ,  ■,  ," 

7  Football  Tablet 

Erected  1925.  Dedicated  to  the  Oneida  Football  Club  of 
Boston,  the  first  organized  football  club  in  the  United 
States.  ■  . 

8  Founding  of  Boston  Memorial  Tablet 

Erected  1930.   The  artist  was  John  F.  Paramino,  and  the 
architectural  setting  was  designed  by  Charles  A.  Coolidge. 
Commemorates  the  arrival  of  John  V/inthrop  in  Boston. 

9  Brewer  Fountain 

Presented  to  the  City  by  Gardner  Brewer. 

10  Statue  of  Commodore  John  Barry 

11,  12,  13   Tablets  depicting  Religion,  Training,  and  Industry 
Erected  1961.   Designed  by  Cascieri  and  diBiccari. 
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14  Declaration  of  Independence  Tablet 

■  Erected  1925.   The  artist  was  John  F.  Paramino. 

15  Boston  Massacre  Monument 

Erected  I888.   The  artist  was  Robert  Kraus.   Memorial  to 
Crispus  Attucks  and  other  patriots.   Top  of  monument  has 
thirteen  stars  representing  the  thirtcpn  states.   "Free 
America"  holds  a  flag  in  her  left  hand. 

16  George  F,  Parkman  Memorial  Bandstand 

Erected  1912.   Designed  by  Robinson  and  Shepard. 

Public  Garden 

17  Statue  of  Wendell  Phillips 

Erected  1915.   The  artist  was  Daniel  C.  French.   Phillips 
was  a  follower  of  William- Lloyd  Garrison  in  the  anti- 
slavery  movement.  After  the  Civil  War  he  aided  prohibition 
women's  suffrage,  and  various  penal  and  administrative 
reforms. 

18  Statue  of  Thomas  Cass 

Erected  1899.   The  artist  was  Richard  E.  Brooks.   Cass 
organized  a  regiment  of  Irish  volunteers  and  was  colonel 
of  the  9th  Massachusetts  Infantry  during. the  Civil  War. 

19  Statue  of  Kosciuszko 

Erected  1927.   The  artist  was  Mrs.  T.  A.  R;  Kitson. 
Tadeusz  Andrzej  Bonawentura  Kosciuszko  was  born  in  Poland 
in  1746.   He  joined  the  United  States  Army  in  1776,  and 
General  V/ashington  made  him  a  colonel  and  his  adjutant 
in  the  American  War  for  Independence. 

20  Statue  of  Charles  Sumner 

Erected  I878.   The  artist  was  Thomas  Ball,   Sumner  v/as  a 
champion  of  emancipation  and  a  supporter  of  Horace  Mann 
to  improve  public  education  in  Massachusetts. 

21  Statue  of  William  Ellery  Channing 

Erected  1903.   The  artist  was  Herbert  Adams  of  New  York, 
and  the  statue  was  given  to  the  City  by  John  Foster,  a 
member  of  the  Arlington  Street  Church.   Mr.  Foster 
directed  that  the  statue  be  placed  in  the  Garden  across 
from  the  church  because  Channing  was  once  pastor  of  the 
Federal  Street  Church,  the  predecessor  of  the  Arlington 
Street  Church. 
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22  Equestrian  Statue  of  George  Washington 

Erected  I869.   The  artist  was  Thomas  Ball.  • 

23 .  Ether  Monument 

Erected  l867.   The  artist  v/as  John  Q.  A.  Ward.   The 
monument  was  a  gift  to  the  City  by  Thomas  Lee  to  coramemorat 
the  discovery  and  first  use  of  ether  in  Boston  in  October 
1846. 

24  George  Robert  V/hite  Memorial 

Erected  1924.   The  artist  was  Daniel  C.  French,  and  the 
architect  was  Henry  Bacon.   Female  figure  in  bronze 
casting  "bread  upon  the  waters."   George  Robert  White 
left  S5  million  in  trust. to  the  City  "to  be  held  as  a 
permanent  charitable  trust  fimd  to  be  known  as  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund,  and  the  net  income  only  to  be  used  for 
creating  works  of  public  utility  and  beauty  for  the  use 
and  enjoyment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Boston." 

25  Statue  of  Edward  Everett  Hale 

Erected  1913.   The  artist  was  Bela  L.'  Pratt.  Mr.  Hale, 
•  a  noted  preacher  and  writer,  was  chaplain  of  the  United 
States  Senate  in  1903. 
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